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Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program 

The Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action 
Program (FUSRAP) was initiated in 1974 to 
identify, investigate, and, if necessary, clean 
up or control sites throughout the United 
States contaminated by activities conducted as 
part of the nation’s early atomic weapons and 
energy program. Congress transferred the 
administration and execution of FUSRAP from 
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) to the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 1997. The 
Corps of Engineers implements FUSRAP in 
accordance with the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act (CERCLA) of 1980, as amended, 
and the National Oil and Hazardous 
Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (NCP), 
Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR), Part 300.  

Site Description and Site History 

The 55-acre former Harshaw Chemical Company Site is located at 1000 Harvard Avenue, 
approximately five miles southwest of downtown Cleveland in Cuyahoga County, Ohio. The site is 
located in an industrialized area that is bordered by the Cuyahoga River and Big Creek. The main 
portion of the facility at one time included over 30 buildings on about 16 acres of land. (Figure 1) 

The former Harshaw Chemical Company was contracted by the Manhattan Engineer District (MED) 
and later the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) to support the nation's early atomic weapons program. 
From 1944 to 1959, various forms of uranium were processed in Building G-1 (formerly known as Plant 
C) at the Harshaw Site and sent to Oak Ridge, Tennessee, for further processing.

Investigations that addressed residual radiological contamination at the site were conducted by 
Argonne National Laboratory for the Atomic Energy Commission from 1976 to 1979. The current 
property owners conducted additional investigations in the 1990s and numerous buildings were 
demolished. The former Harshaw Chemical Company Site was included in FUSRAP in spring 2001 for 
further characterization of FUSRAP-related contaminants.

Former Harshaw Chemical Company Site 
(Historic Photo) 
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Figure 1. Site Location and Layout 

*Note:  The buildings outlined in OU-1 have been removed.
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Corps of Engineers Investigations 

FUSRAP-related radioactive contaminants of concern identified at the site were radium, uranium, and thorium. 
The most significant concentrations of radioactive materials were identified in Building G-1, and soil and 
groundwater beneath and around the location of the former Building G-1.  

In accordance with the phased process required in CERCLA, the Corps of Engineers has completed the 
following reports and actions for the Harshaw Site.  The reports listed below are available on the project 
website at https://www.lrb.usace.army.mil/Missions/HTRW/FUSRAP/Harshaw-Site/ in the Reports section. 

2001 – Preliminary Assessment 
2009 – Remedial Investigation Report 
2010 – Proposed Plan for Investigative Area-06 
2011 – Record of Decision for Investigative Area-06 
2012 – Feasibility Study Report 
2016 – Building G-1 Removal 
2018 – Feasibility Study Report Addendum 
2018 – Proposed Plan for Operable Units 1 and 2 
2021 – Record of Decision for Operable Units 1 and 2 

The 2021 record of decision outlines the selected remedies to address FUSRAP-related soil contamination at 
the Harshaw Site for OU-1 and OU-2.  The selected remedy for OU-1 is Complete Excavation and Off-Site 
Disposal using industrial remediation goals based on an industrial reasonable future land use.  The selected 
remedy for OU-2 is Complete Excavation and Off-Site Disposal using residential remediation goals based on a 
residential reasonable future land use.  

These remedies involve complete excavation of FUSRAP-impacted soils exceeding their respective applicable 
or relevant and appropriate requirement-based remediation goals, transportation and off-site disposal of soils, 
confirmatory sampling, and site restoration. All private utilities encountered during the execution of the selected 
remedy for OU-1 will be decommissioned and sealed to prevent the migration of residual uranium in 
groundwater.  Public utilities encountered in OU-1 during remediation will be left in place and backfilled with 
amended material to minimize the migration of groundwater and uranium transport along the utility trenching. 
Both alternatives will be protective of human health and the environment, comply with applicable or relevant 
and appropriate requirements, are cost effective, and use permanent solutions and alternative treatment 
technologies or resource recovery technologies to the maximum extent practicable.  

What’s Next 

The next step for the Harshaw Site in the CERCLA process is remedial design/remedial action. In 2022 the 
Buffalo District will prepare a contract for the cleanup. If sufficient funds are available in the fiscal year 2022 
funding bill, the Buffalo District will award the contract. A 2022 contract award would allow the cleanup to 
begin in 2023. 

https://www.lrb.usace.army.mil/Missions/HTRW/FUSRAP/Harshaw-Site/
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U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS – BUFFALO DISTRICT FUSRAP TEAM 
1776 NIAGARA STREET, BUFFALO, N.Y. 14207 

Phone: 800-833-6390 (Option 4) 
Email: fusrap@usace.army.mil 

Website: https://www.lrb.usace.army.mil/Missions/HTRW/FUSRAP/Harshaw-Site/ 

Administrative Record 

The Administrative Record for the former Harshaw Chemical Company Site contains documents that support 
the CERCLA process for the site. It is available for review electronically at the following locations: 

Cleveland Public Library 
Public Administration Library 
325 Superior Avenue, N.E. 
Cleveland, OH 44114 

Cuyahoga County Library (Brooklyn Branch) 
4480 Ridge Road  
Brooklyn, OH 44144-3353  

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(By appointment) 
1776 Niagara Street 
Buffalo, New York 14207 




